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Abortions 

continue 

multi-year 

downturn 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  The  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  and  Prevention 
(CDC)  reported  Nov.  23  that 
the  total  number,  rate,  and  ra¬ 
tio  of  abortions  in  2015,  the  lat¬ 
est  year  for  which  statistics  are 
available,  all  declined  by  two 
percent  from  2014 . 

In  2015,  638,169  abortions 
were  reported  to  the-GDC,  while 
the  rate  was  11.8  abortions  pe 
1,000  women  who  were  15-4*1* 
years  of  age.  The  ratio  was  18S 
abortions  per  1,000  live  birth  . 
The  rate  and  ratio  reached  th*\r 
lowest  points  since  the  Roe  v. 
Wade  ruling  legalized  abortion 
in  1973 

The  decline  in  all  threeHDDea- 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Rec¬ 
ommendations  or  resumes 
for  the  office  of  president 
of  New  Orleans  Seminar/ 
(NOBTS)  must  bq  s*  Emitted 
to  the  presidential  search 
committee  by  Jan.  10. 
search  committee  chairman 
Frank  Cox  announced  Dec.  4 
after  the  11-member  commit¬ 
tee's  second  meeting.  Chuck 
Kelley.  NOBTS  president  nee 
1996.  announced  his  retire¬ 
ment  Oct.  2  and  will  serve 
until  July  31.  Names  and 


its  latest  report.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  abortions  fell  by  24% 
during  that  span,  while  the  rate 
and  ratio  decreased  26%  and 
19%,  respectively. 

While  the  CDCs  yearly  re¬ 
port  is  helpful,  its  statistics  are 
incomplete.  States  are  not  re- 


abortion,  and  three  —  California, 
Maryland,  and  New  Hampshire 
—  have  not  provided  data  to  the 
CDC  for  at  least  eight  years. 


High-flying  pastor  wows  congregation 


SOUTHAVEN,  Miss.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  megachurch  pastor  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Orr’s 
recent  object  les-  I 
son  caused  a  vi-  I#  « 
ral  sensation  on  ll 

social  media  and  ffMgk 
major  network 
talk  shows  across 

the  nation.  3  '  * 

Orr,.  pgstor 
of  multKiim-  un 
pus  Brown  Missionary  Baptist 
Cbt  *  h  in  Southaven,  descend¬ 
ed  from  the  rear  heights  of  the 
worship  center  to  the  pulpit 
at  the  front  of  the  room  on  a 
barely  visible  zip  line  to  signify 
the  return  of  Jesus  to  earth,  as 
amazed  church  goers  looked  on. 

The  zip  line  was  in  place  for 


OVER  50  SOULS  SAVED  tt 
THANKSGIVING  DINNER 

BALTIMORE.  Md.  (Bap- 
tistUFE)  —  Christian  Liberty 
Church  in  west  Baltimore 
saw  over  50  people  come 
forward  to  accept  Christ  dur¬ 
ing  the  church's  fifth  annual 
O*  Give  Thanks  Thank sgi  ✓ 
mg  worship  service  and  din¬ 
ner  on  Nov  18  at  Frederick 
Douglass  High  School, 
attended  by  more  than  600 
people.  Eighty  missionaries 
helped.  53  people  came 
forward  to  accept  Christ  as 
savior  —  23  of  those  people 
joined  the  church  —  and  14 
requested  baptisms  Many 
f  r « f  others  came  forward  for 
prayer  for  various  needs 


FLYING  HIGH  -  Southern  Baptist  pastor  Bartholomew  Orr  used 

a  zip  line  in  his  sermon  delivery  tp  signify  Jesus  second  coming 
(Screen  capture  from  YouTube) 


the  church's  annual 


1  *  74  : 

WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Passing  the  Baton 


ecause  of  her  faithful  service 
to  her  Lord,  Lottie  Moon  left  a 
legacy  of  sacrificial  teaching  and 


Guest  opinion 

with  Paul  Kim 


invested  their  time  and  money  to  make  it 
possible  for  us  to  see  the  replica  of  Lottie 
Moon’s  house  in  China. 

God  laid  a  burden  on  Smith’s  heart. 

As  a  fellow  seminary  classmate  and  1MB 
trustee  coworker,  he  entrusted  me  with 
his  idea.  Then  through  connections  and 
the  help  of  many  people,  the  plan  came 
to  fruition. 

God  brings  people  together  this  way 
to  accomplish  a  mission.  In  Acts  9:15-16, 
God  gave  a  message  to  Ananias  to  tell 
Paul,  "Go,  for  he  is  a  chosen  instrument 


Israel.  For  I  will  show  him  how  much  he 
must  suffer  for  the  sake  of  my  name." 

When  we  read  about  the  missionary 
journeys  of  the  Apostle  Paul  in  the  Book 
of  Acts,  we  see  God  calling  His  disciples 
to  team  up  for  the  sake  otthe  Gospel. 

God  is  still  at  work  in  building  up  His 
church  as  He  promised  (Matt.  16:18). 

We  are  called  to  be  His  witnesses  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  to  make  disciples  of  all 
nations  in  a  church  planting  movement 
(Acts  1:8;  Matt.  28:20). 

Over  a  century  ago  in  China,  mission¬ 
ary  Lottie  Moon  beautifully  finished  her 
race.  It  is  now  our  turn  and  our  duty  to 
pass  the  baton  of  world  missions  to  the 
next  generation.  May  we  leave  dearly 
marked  footsteps  for  them  to  imitate 
and  follow. 


e  in  Texas,  wondered  what  it 
take  to  transport  Lottie  Moon’s 


household  items,  induding  the  preciei 
guest  book,  hack  to  the  States.  When 
he  told  us  about  a  trip  he  had  made  to 


Ping'du,  China,  where  Lottie  Moon  had 
lived,  both  my  friend  and  I  had  no  idea 
where  that  was  but  Smith  put  his  trust 
in  us  and  asked  whether  we  could  offer 
logistical  help  in  moving  Lottie  Moon's 
belongings  from  Ping'du. 

This  was  how  the  project  to  bring 
Lottie  Moon's  household  items  to 
Southwestern  Seminary  was  bom.  In 
December  2009,  her  belongings  from 
China  came  to  the  Fort  Worth  campus 


pians  and  deposited  it  in  tbeir  big 
bank  accounts  in  l-aa  Veeas. 

If s  a  sad  day  in  Tunica  County, 
which  has  had  its  share  of  sad 
days  thanks  to  the  gambling/polh 


replica  of  Lottie  Moon’s  house  greets  Kim  is  the  Asian-Ameriean  relations 

visitors  at  Mathena  Hall’s  entryway.  It  consultant  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
serves  as  a  challenging  reminder  of  the  Convention’s  Executive  Committee  in 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  empha-  Nashville  and  pastor  emeritus  of  Antioch 
sis  on  global  missions  and  education,  Church,  Cambridge,  Ma.  His  commen 
and  provides  inspiration  to  future  gen-  tary  appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press, 
erations  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission.  Edited  tor  style  and  length. 


ical  cartel  in  Mississippi,  hut  mis  a  drop  in  passengers, 
is  what  ha ppens  when  we  pin  all  Atlantic  City's  citizens  should 

our  hopes  on  something  as  foolish  take  heart,  however.  There  are 
as  “gaming."  plenty  of  pfe-in-the-sky  predictions 

We  were  warned  from  thebe-  still  being  promulgated  by  local 
ginning  that  gambling  was  not  the  leaders  despite  the  dear  reality  all 
economic  miracle  that  the  shills  around  them, 
were  boasting  it  would  be.  We  were  “We  are  seeing  and  hearing 
warned  that  competition  would  from  businesses  that  everybody 
spring  up  in  other  states  and  si-  is  feeling  pretty  good  about  the 
phon  away  devastating  numbers  of  outlook  tor  the  coming  season," 
high-rolling  gamblers  (also  known  Greater  Atlantic  Chy  Chamber 
as  suckers).  We  were  warned  that  President  Joseph  Kefly  told  The 

the  so dal  costs  would  for  outweigh  Press.  "I  think  the  look  is  optimis- 
the  “revenue"  that  state  leaders  tic  toward  2018." 
were  naively  predicting  would  pour  Speaking  at  the  Public  Relations 
into  state  coffers  without  ceasing.  Council  of  Greater  Atlantic  City  in 
The  troubling  part  Is  that  it’s  March  of  this  year  as  reported  Dy 
all  coming  true.  The  pathetic  part  The  Press,  Casino  Reinvestment 
is  that  we  should  have  seen  it  Development  Authority  executive 

director  Matthew  J.  Doherty  said. 
“We  will  push  out  nothing  but 
rc::rivc  news* 

Finally  and  not  to  be  outdone, 


William  H.  Perkins  Jr.  Dana  Richardsor  Mvtaory  Co— If :  coummmcubom, 

Mf wtkmsOmbcbag  dhctwdsonOmbcb  org  Whit  lewis,  New  Albany  irt  ilSm  ckafi 

,  „  Derrick  Wilson,  Kosciusko  lo:  The  Editor.  Baptist 

hMUtcitmUem  Circulation  Maugar  Carolyn  tomes.  Oxford  Record,  RO.  Box  530. 

Tony  Martin  OaAnna  Burgess  Garland  Boyd.  Brookhaven  Jackson.  MS 

otq  dbwgessOmbcb  org  lucyStrviga.  Ftanwwth  382060630 

_  ,  Don  Hides.  Bay  Springs 

JffosMMsiis  Tel.  (601 1968-  3800 

Megan  Young  fMMSi :/  ^  Fa*  (601  >292  3330 

mYoatffOmocb  org  Sand  changed  of  l-wdt  buptutrecoriO 

t  address  to  The  Baptist  mtxb.org 

Record.  P0Box53Q. 
fatrv*  MS 

. .  39205-0630. 

BAPTISTS  VOLUME  142  •  NUMBER  49  •  BSN4005-5778 

Priced  weakly  &capt  weeks  of  July  4  and  Christmas  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Contention  Board. 
SISMhsyfcfi  Street  Jackson.  MS  39201  Subscription  Si  1 99 per  year  payable  in  adsence.  Economy  plans 
available  forcooperating  Mississippi  dHjrcheERanodicals  postage  paid  at  Jackson.  MS  Member.  Association 
of  State  Baptist  Papers.  Oeedhnes  News  ~~  one  calender  week  prior  to  roqueted  pubkcation  date 
AdwrtwnQ  -  two  calendar  weeks  prior  to  requested  publication  date  AS  eiMasidma«aubtect  to  edging 


Atlantic  City,  N-J.,  went  all  in 
lor  gambling  veers  before  Missis 
sippi’s  politicians  and  businessmen 
swooned  to  the  same  sales  pitch. 

Atlantic  City  gambling  was  going  to 
save  the  city.  Heck,  it  was  going  to 

save  the  entire  state  of  New  Jersey, _ | _ I _ 

citizens  Were  told.  For  a  while  there  Jersey,  but  for  the  world.' 
was  a  gambling  boom  in  Atlantic  Welcome  to  Mississipp 
City,  and  then...  short  years. 


V  1,1? 


r.l  *>r  »  i  >  .  1 1 1L1  • ;  i  >  rjuM  >  r.  ♦< :  >  u  *  *  .•  - 

December  13,  2018  The  Baptist  Record 


□□□ 


of  So.  Baptists 


George  H.W.  Bush  seen  as 


Chapman;  then-immediate 
r _ resident,  the  late  Adrian  Rog¬ 

ers,  senior  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church, 
Memphis;  and  then-SBC  President 
Jerry  Vines,  then-senior  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jacksonville,  FI. 

During  Bush’s  time  as  president,  he 
also  met  with  Vines  at  The  White  House 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

“I  was  honored  tr  meet  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  in  the  Oval  Office.”  Vines 
told  BP  via  e-mail.  "He  was  welcoming, 
warm,  and  cordial.  The  privilege  to  pray 
with  and  for  him  was  very  special  to  me. 


includu 


HOUSTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  - 

Former  U.S.  President  George  H.W. 
Bush,  who  died  Nov.  30  in  Houston, 
Texas,  at  age  94,  is  being  remembered  as 
a  friend  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Bush  held  the  U.S.  presidency  from 
1989-93  following  eight  years  as  vice 
president  under  U.S.  President  Ronald 
Reagan.  He  is  the  last  president  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  annual  meeting  in  person. 

in  Christ amfmetwith  SBC  leaders  both 


his  time  in 


Land's  invitation 

Richard  Land,  who  became  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  SRC’s  Christian  Life 
Commission  (CLC1  in  Nashville  (now 
the  Ethics  and  Religious  liberty  Com- 


efeSK’'- 


in  an  administration  job,  Land  told  BP. 
Land  responded  be  was  interviewing  in 
two  weeks  to  lead  the  CLC 

"Frankly,"  Land  recalled  bayidg,  "1 
don't  think  they’re  going  to  pick  me.  It’s 
very  unlikely  they’re  going  to  pick  me 
ana  if  they  did,  1  would  have  to  take  it 
as  providential*  and  accept  the  position. 

Lard  was  indeed  called  to  the  CLC, 
but  he  went  on  to  meet  with  George 
H.W.  Bush  on  several  occasions  while 
Bush  was  president. 

*1  always  found  him  to  be  very  courtly, 
very  well-mannered,  an  almost  patrician 
presence,"  Land  said.  "When  you  think 
of  a  president,  you  kind  of  like  to  think 

tri,_  D...K  • 


choice,  defense  oftbe  unborn,  and  at¬ 
tendance  at  public  worship  were  net  a 
matter  of  political  expediency,  Chapman 
pointed  out  to  BP,  but  rather  "consistent 
hallmarks  of  a  man  of  principle,  faith, 
and  dignity  ."  , 

Chapman,  who  went  on  to  serve  as 
SBC  Executive  Committee  president  in 
Nashville  from  1992-2010,  added,  "I 
had  several  occasions  over  tbd  years, 
whether  as  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  or  its  Executive 
Committee,  to  observe  him  ini  public 
and  private  settings.  He  was  truly  a  man 
of  great  character." 


H  feels  an  *  awesome  sense 
of  the  providence  of  God* 
when  considering  Bush’s 
role  in  the  Soviet  Union's 
RANKIN  collapse  and  the  Gospel’s 
subsequent  advance  in 

the  region. 

The  former  Soviet  bloc  was  part  of  an 
"emerging  world  that  valued  freedom 
and  democracy,  in  which  the  suppressed 
people  and  the  injustices  and  the  op¬ 
pressions  had  just  reached  a  point  that 
something  would  happen  to  bring  about 
change,”  Rankin  said.  The  U.S.S.R. 
"was  ready  to  boil  over  and  open  up.  God 
just  used  [Presidents]  Reagan  and  Bush 
and  American  diplomacy  as  pressures  to 
bring  that  about. 

When  the  Soviet  Union  fell  during 
Bush’s  presidency,  Rankin  said,  an  open 


ADDRESSING  MESSENGERS 

-  Former  U  S.  President  George  H.W 
Bush,  also  known  as  ‘Bush  41"  to  differ- 


Prayer  important 

Bush's  17-minute  address  to  the  SBC 
in  1991  touched  on  religious  liberty, 
sanctity  of  human  life,  and  the  need  to 


the  same  first  and  last  name,  addressed 
the  1901  annus)  meeting  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  in  Atlanta  'For 
me.  prayer  has  always  been  important, 
but  quite  personal.*  Bush  told  mes¬ 
sengers  Bush  died  Nov,30.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  Southern  Baptist  Historical 
Library  and  Archive) 

At  times.  Southern  Baptists  disagreed 
with  Bush.  In  1990,  BP  reported  some 
Southern  Baptists  objected  to  Bush’s 
invitation  of  homosexual  activists  to  a 
White  House  ceremony. 

In  1991,  the  SBC  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  expressing  opposition  to  a  $2^,000 
grant  by  the  federal  Centers  for  Disease 


ing  back  tears,  when  he  began  to  speak 
of  prayer,  describing  how  he  sought  God 
during  the  Persian  Gulf  War  of  1990-91. 

"For  roe,  prayer  has  always  been  im¬ 
portant,  but  quite  personal.  Bush  said. 
*You  know  us  Episcopalians  and  like  a 
lot  of  people,  1  worried  a  little  bit  about 
shedding  tears  in  public  for  the  e mo¬ 
tion  of  it,  but  as  [nrv  wife]  Barbara  and 
1  prayed  at  Camp  David  before  the  air 
war  began,  we  were  thinking  about  those 
young  len  and  women  overseas  and  I 
had  m<  tears  start  down  the  cheeks  and 
our  minister  smiled  at  me,  and  1  no  lon¬ 
ger  worried  how  it  looked  to  others...  We 
realized  that  in  prayer  what  mattered  is 
how  it  might  have  seemed  to  God." 

Bush  also  spoke  to  Southern  Baptists 
about  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
which  culminated  six  months  later 
when  the  U.S.S.R.  officially  dissolved.  In 
the  Soviet  Union,  Bush  said,  “places  of 
worship  long  stood  silent  and  subdued, 
forced  underground  by  the  iron  fist  of 
the  state  but  now,  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  and  the  mosques  buzz  with  life. 


Nancy  Gibbs  and  Michael  Duffy  tided, 
The  Preacher  and  the  Presidents:  Billy 
Graham  in  the  White  House. 

Bush  advisor  Craig  Fuller  said  there 
were  seasons  of  Bush's  life  in  which  it 
seemed  Billy  Graham  "was  the  one  per¬ 
son  he  was  communicating  with,  and 
talking  to,  about  his  faith,"  according  to 
The  Preacher  and  the  Presidents. 

Bush  assessed  his  own  faith  in  his 
1988  book  titled,  Man  of  Integrity,  by 
answer  the  question  of  whether  he  had 
been  born  again. 

"If  by  "bom  again’  one  is  asking,  ‘Do 
you  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  your  per¬ 
sonal  Savior?'  then  I  could  answer  a 
clear-cut  *Yes.’  No  hesitancy,  no  awk¬ 
wardness.  But  if  one  is  asking,  Has 
there  been  one  single  moment,  above 
any  others,  in  which  your  life  has  been 
instantly  changed?’  then  1  can’t  say 
that  this  has  nappened,  since  there 
have  been  many  moments." 


door  to 


Support  oppose 

During  Bush’s  presidency,  the  SBC 
adopted  a  1991  resolution  praising  the 
way  he  led  the  Persian  Gulf  War  after 
Iraqi  dictator  Sadaam  Hussein  invaded 
neighboring  Kuwait. 


Control  to  fund  the  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Conference. 

Another  1991  resolution  criticized 
Bush  for  not  opposing  government  fund¬ 
ing  of 


Individual  Southern  Baptists  also 
commended  his  defense  uf  unborn  life. 
According  to  the  National  Right  to  Life 
Committee,  Bush  urged  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  to  overturn  Roe  u.  Wade, 
vetoed  10  bills  that  contained  pro- 
abortion  provisions,  and  prohibited 
abortions  on  U.S.  military  bases  except 
to  save  the  mother’s  Ufe. 


the  federal  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts. 

Overall,  however,  Bush  appeared  to 
eqjoy  a  good  relationship  with  Southern 
Baptists.  BP  reported  during  his  1988 
presidential  campaign.  Bush  met  with 
about  three  dozen  evangelical  leaders 
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For  decades  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  largest 
missions  giving  effort  takes  place 
at  Christmas  time  and  is  named  alter 
the  great  missionary  Lottie  Moon, 
who  spent  nearly  40  years  in  China 
sharing  the  Good  News  of  Jesus-  Lot¬ 
tie  would  have  never  dreamed  that 
her  name  would  come  to  be  associated 
with  what  takes  place  annually  in  our 
churches  and  in  our  hearts,  as  we  are 
reminded  of  the  7.7  billion  people  on 
this  earth  —  billions  of  whom  have 
never  heard  of  Jesus  and  have  never 
been  given  an  opportunity  to  respond 
to  the  Gospel. 

Charlotte  Diggs  Moon  was  born  in 
Virginia  on  December  12, 1840.  She 
died  Dec.  24. 1912,  on  her  way  home 
to  Virginia  aboard  a  ship  docked  in  the 
harbor  of  Kobe,  Japan,  why  would  we 
have  an  offering  for  this  work  every 
year?  Three  simple  reasons. 

First  —  the  explosion  of  hu¬ 
man  beings  on  our  planet.  Explo¬ 
sion?  Absolutely.  As  the  population 
'  of  our  world  continues  to  grow  expo¬ 
nentially,  just  think  about  that  and  ' 
dramatize  it  in  your  own  personal 
experience.  Every  minute  that  passes 
by,  over  250  people  come  to  join  us 
by  birth  on  this  planet.  If  you  slow 
down  enough  today  to  find  a  quiet 
time,  count  the  moments:  ‘One,  Two, 
Three,  Four,  Five,  Six...,*  all  the  way 
to  sixty.  Think  about  the  fact  that  in 
the  minute  of  time  you  just  counted, 
250  people  were  born.  The  births 
continue  all  day/every  day,  new  souls 
being  born  who  need  the  privilege  of 
hearing  that  their  Savior  nas  come. 

If  you  sat  and  watched  the  clock 
quickly  tick  by  for  one  hour,  15,000 
new  people  have  arrived.  There  were 
people  who  in  our  past  made  it  pos¬ 


i  Jim  Fstrsl,  executive  director-treasurer 
iissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Why  Lottie? 


sible  for  us  to  hear  the  Gospel.  Our 
churches  are  filled  with  people  who 
have  come  to  know  a  Jesus  who  rives 
them  everlasting  life  and  who  writs 
for  us  to  respond  to  get  the  mes¬ 
sage  to  all  those  who  are  now  coming 
along.  Would 


you  give  sac- 
rificially  this 
Christmas 
season  be¬ 
cause  of  the 
explosion  of 
all  these  new 
people  arrivin 


Second  —  the  exclamation  of 
Jesus.  Repeatedly,  Jesus  looked  to 
His  disciples  and  pointed  them  to  the 
harvest  and  said.  That’s  the  reason 
you’re  here."  In  John  4:35,  He  said, 
Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the 
fields;  for  they  are  white  already  to 


Uft  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields; 
for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest.'  out  today, 

and  He 

Jonn  4:39  sends  us  to 

engage  with 

„  .  the  world  all 

the  time,  everywhere  with  the  Good 


News.  There  is  no  greater  opportu¬ 
nity  ever  to  do  that  than  through  your 
prayers  for  and  gifts  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  Jesus’ 
exclamation  was  that  we  are  to  do  this 
unrelentingly,  continually,  gloriously, 
until  He  retur  is. 


harvest.*  If  the  fields  were  white  when 
He  was  here,  they  are  far  whiter  today 
for  there  are  many  more  souls  that 
loim  to  hear  of  hope  and  life,  a  future 
and  a  Savior.  Repeatedly,  Jesus  gave 
us  the  commission  to  go.  He  sent  His 
disciples  out, 
^  i _ 1. _ ^  and  He  sends 


Third  —  the  expiration  date. 
You  and  I  need  to  be  a  part  ef  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
today  because  it  has  an  expiration 
date.  Maybe  it  would  be  better  said 
that  there  are  two  expiration  dates. 
One,  the  time  of  this  old  world.  It  will 
not  stand  forever  and  the  day  mil 
come  when  time  and  earth  will  be  no 
more  and  eternity  will  be  our  dwell¬ 
ing  place.  You  wonder  how  long  this 
.old  world  can  stand  in  the  condition 
it’s  in,  in  the  moral  corruption  that  is 
all  around  us,  in  the  lack  of  care  and 
commitment  to  God.  How  long? 

Even  more  significant  is  the  ex¬ 
piration  date  on  you  and  me.  The 
other  morning  I  was  fixing  my  bowl 
of  cereal  and  went  to  the  fridge  and 
picked  up  the  milk  carton  and  just 
happened  to  notice  the  expiration 
date:  Dec.  5. 1  quickly  checked  to  see 
what  day  it  was.  thinking  that  day  was 
the  expiration  day  and  sure  enough, 
the  calendar  said  Dec.  5. 1  went  ahead 
and  used  the  milk  but  after  that  I 
disposed  of  the  little  bit  that  was  left 
in  the  container.  How  much  of  your 
life  is  left  with  opportunities  that  you 
can  make  a  difference  not  only  in  your 
world  but  in  the  world  of  millions  who 
need  to  know  Christ  who  can  make  a 
difference  in  their  lives  forever?  *1  am 
come  that  they  might  have  life,  and 
that  they  might  have  it  more  abun¬ 
dantly,*  Jesus  said  (John  10:10). 

That  is  why  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  exists  —  a  glori¬ 
ous  opportunity  for  you  and  me  to  be 
involved  and  engaged  in  touching  the 
entire  globe  for  Christ.  Give  andbe 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions@mbcb.org. 
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Staff 

Changes 


MS  POSITIONS 


WEST  CARTHAGE 
CHURCH,  CARTHAGE,  has 

called  Mark  Bowman  as  pastor. 
He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Beth 


FRANKLIN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
FLORA  IS  m  NEED  Of  A  MINISTER 
Of  MUSIC.  Ptoate  sand  resume  to  FBC 
2222  Cox  Ferry  Rd.  Flon,  MS  39071 
SEEKING  FART  TIME  MINISTER 
HOLLY  BLUFF  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
LOOKING  FOR  A  PART  TIME  CHIL¬ 
DREN'S/YOUTH  MINISTER.  Desires 
some  'ne  who  loves  children  end  is  nrfHtog 
to  serf#  the  lord  In  a  smad  community 
church  If  interested,  piease  contact  the 
pester.  Or  Bruce  Site  His  email  to  braoe- 
siteQicKHJd  com;  ceil  662-920-4909 
MIDWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LUCE- 
DALE  MS.  m  THE  HOWELL  COMMU¬ 
NITY  IS  SEEKING  A  Bi- VOCATIONAL 
MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Please  send  resume 

to  mMweyiucedateQgntod  00m _ 

SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  PASTOR  - 
WEST  SALEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  Lo- 
catad  east  of  Richton.  MS  in  the  northern 
Pert  of  Greene  County  Please  emeu 
resumes  to  Westsaiembaptisfchurch<) 
-men  com 


EASTWOOO  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
INOIANOLA  IS  RECEIVING  RESUMES 
FOR  A  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC.  Resumes  may  be  emailed  to 
Lynda  Steed  at  steed.mGbalteoMli.net 
or  reeled  to  Eastwood  Baptist  Church.  P. 
0.  bo*  466  fndtanola.  MS  3S751  ATTN 
Music  Search  Committee 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
MERIDIAN,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  SI- 
VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
Our  Worship  Sendees  art  a  Blend  of 
contemporary  and  traditional  music 
Interested  parties  should  send  a  resume 
to  cbcrnfolOcomcast  net  For  More 
Information  Cad.  Sharon  Saal  O  601- 
463-5432 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  LONG 
BEACH  IS  RECEIVIHG  RESUMES  FOR 
A  FULl  TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
Sand  resumes  to  fbcJbsearchcommittea 
omen  com  or  First  Bapttst  Church  Long 
leech  Atm  Music  Search  Committee 
300  North  Cleveland  Avenue  Long 
Beech.  MS  30560. 


$m 


nwlpl  JW<U1  mo  Juiou  ora  or  mad  to  Bethany  Bapth 

FULL  TIME  WORSHIP  LEADER  EXPERI-  *«75  Ponds  Road,  Meridian.  MS  39301 

COUNTY’  LINE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
SLAYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  SeH  SOUTHERN  JONES  COUNTY,  MS,  M 
raatmte  to  Search  Committee  jatrahanM  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME  PASTOR.  Send 
slaydenbaptist  com  or  mad  to  Starch  resumes  to  Btty  Sanders.  1779  Ovett- 
Committee  Siayden  Bapttst  Church,  Petal  Rd  ,  Ovett,  MS  39464.  or  email  to 
2534  Hwy  72.  Lamer.  Ms  36642  - * - — — 
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BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  (BMC)  inducted  M  new  members  into  the  Alpha  CM  National 
Honor  Society  that  recognizes  students  from  all  academic  disciplines.  BMC's  ETA  Mississippi  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Alpha  CM  included  inductees  majoring  in  elementary  education,  biology,  medical  technology, 
business  administration,  exercise  science,  mathematics,  and  history 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  WNKam  Carey  University  (WCU)  Joseph  &  Nancy  Fail  School  of  Nursing  has  announced  that 
its  August  2018  graduates  from  the  Tradition  and  Hattiesburg  campuses  have  achieved  a  100% 
pass  rate  on  the  NCLEX-RN  exam  for  licensure  that  allows  them  to  practice  in  all  healthcare 


sponded  to  the  survey.  Guttm-  technology,  more 
acher  used  state  health  depart-  striding  abortion 
ment  information  for  20%  of  health  and  safety 
facilities  and  made  estimates  on  efforts  to  educate 
The  Guttmacher  Institute,  another  17%.  the  humanity  of  th 

which  is  affiliated  with  the  abor-  The  persistent  decline  goes  Surveys  also  have 
tion  rights  movement,  covers  back  to  1090  for  the  abortion  lennial  generatioi 
all  50  states  in  its  research  and  total  and  the  early  to  mid- 1980s  life  than  older  Am 
Via*  reported  g»m>W  declines  in  for  the  rate  and  ratio  of  abortion.  The  CDCs  tat 

the  abortion  total  and  rate.  In  Abortion-rights  advocates  showed  a  drama 
January  2017,  Guttmacher  said  credit  better  contraceptive  use  the  use  of  non- 
the  rate  fefl  to  14.6  abortions  per  and  fewer  abortion  dinks.  Sev-  tion  methods,  re 
1,000  women  in  2014,  marking  en  states  have  only  one  abor-  manufacturers  1 
a  decline  of  14%  since  its  most  tion  digk  in  operation  induding  contraception." 
recent  survey  te  Soil.  Bfesis^piaecording  to  an  ABC  two-step  procec 

In  its  census  of  all  known  News  report  in  June.  as  medical  or  c 

abortion  providers  in  the  coun-  Forty  Days  for  Life,  which  tion  in  the  first 
try,  Guttmacher  found  abor-  sponsors  semi-annual  outreach-  gestation  rose  i 
dons  in  2014  totaled  926,190,  a  «  at  abortion  dinks,  reports  99  2006  to  24.2%  ii 

decrease  of  more  than  30,000  dinks  have  dosed  and  186  dink  ing  to  the  CDC. 
from  the  previous  year.  workers  have  quit  after  its  cam-  Readily  avails) 

Guttmacher  has  acknowl-  paigns  since  2007.  in  many  Mfcsnsq 

edged  the  report  has  limits-  Meanwhile,  pro-lifers  point  to  the  typical  price 
tfona.  For  instance,  it  reported  such  factors  as  die  growth  and  tions  that  loll  anc 
only  58%  of  facilities  it  believes  ministry  of  pregnancy  care  cen-  oping  baby  in  tt 
provided  abortions  in  2014  re-  tore,  the  advent  of  ultrasound  home  is  about  $5 


ABORTIONS 

com.  from  p.  1 


FOUNDATION 

I  FLASHBACKS 


Highlights  from  the  history  of  your  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  shared  in  the  format  of  their  original 
publication  in  The  Baptist  Record .  The  following  article  was 
published  on  January  21 ,  1960. 


JANUARY  IS  \ MAKE 
YOUR  WILL  ’ MONTH 


Submission  Guidelines  S3 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
win  not  be  published 

Preferred  method,  newt  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  0 4 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper  and  mailed.  AN  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  format  are 


via  email,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format  Herd 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  wM  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weighted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  depict  people  No  landscape-,  build¬ 
ing-.  or  object-only  photographs  win  be  printed. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  w*  not  be  pubfiahed 
Cei  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  m  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wig  be  published,  and  unaofcoted 
material  wig  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
Aff  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  aU 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  m  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  data  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basts  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0  Boa 
530.  Jackson.  MS  392050630.  FAX:  (601)  292- 


»»  Many  in  your  church  may  never  have  considered 
the  personal  and  Kingdom  blessings  available  through 
a  Last  Will  and  Testament  prepared  with  a  biblical 
worldview .  January  is  right  around  the  comer ;  contact  us 
today  to  schedule  a  visit  with  a  Foundation  team  member. 
You  may  reach  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
through  our  website:  msbaptistfoundQtion.org,  phone: 
601-292-3210,  or  email:  foundationl&mbcb.org. 
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O^pMEMon 


- 

eacM  month  to  a  list  of  Gift  -  ‘  Honor  and 

Memory  Many  <froi<(>  and  aidividu.i!- 
elect  to  pay  tribute  to  otb*-?  s  through  this 
sensitive.  ineaningfu1  and  helpful 
medium  This  feature  is  hopefully  ile 
signe<i  to  furtlmr  lionor  with  taste  amt  re¬ 
spect.  those  who  are  and  have  been  spe¬ 
cial  to  our  special  friends 


◄  The  BCV  Board  of  Trustees  met  recently  for  their  quarterly 
meeting.  Mr.  William  'Bitty'  Pyron  of  Madison  (pictured  left) 
will  serve  as  the  2019  president.  Dr.  Victor  Walsh  of  McComb 
(pictured  right)  served  as  the  2018  president  and  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  board  with  a  plaque  for  his  service. 


CHIU>* 


Sean  A.  Milner,  Executive  Director 

J  u  P.O.  Box  27 

GKiuon,  MS  39OQ0-OO27 
,n\u  ^01)922-?242 


►  The 
Baptist 
Children's 
Village 
welcomes 
Rev.  Larry 
Young  as 
our  newest 
trustee. 
Rev.  Young 
is  pastor 
of  Spangle 
Banner 
Baptist 
Church  in 
Pace.  MS 


Harley  Davidson  of  Central  Mississippi  recently  hosted  their 
annual  Christmas  party  for  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village.  This 
year  Lieutenant  Governor  Tate  Reeves  was  the  special  guest 
and  spoke  briefly,  thanking  all  those  who  made  this  special 
ve 't  happen  and  provided  gifts  for  the  children.  He  also 
rucot,  "“zed  the  BCV  staff  for  what  they  do  daily  to  serve  at-risk 
chilCrwi  and  families  in  Mississippi.  He  closed  with  remarks 
recogn  zing  Jesus  Christ  as  the  reason  for  the  season  and  en¬ 
couraging  all  to  remember  that  throughout  the  holiday.  Lt.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Re  aves  is  pictured  with  Chrystelle  Thames,  BCV  public 
relations  director  and  Homer  Orr.  co-owner  of  Harley  Davidson 
of  Central  MS. 


NOVEMBER  16-30 


MEMORIALS 


CHRISTMAS 


Merry  Christmas  from  all  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village  staff  and  residents 
We  are  very  thankful  for  you  and  how  God  uses  you  in  the  lives  of  at-risk 
Mississippi  children  and  families  You  are  a  tremendous  gift  to  our 
ministry  and  we  wish  you  and  yours  a  very  blessed  Christmas  season 


Thanks  be  to  God  for  this  indescribable  gift1 

2  CORINTHIANS  *13  NIV 


Mr. ft  Mn.  *w*s  H.  Frit*.  Mr  *  lirs.  Wsym T 


Family?  •  Genesis  29:16-30 


The  theme  of  this  week's  lesson  is 
“God  Provides."  Along  the  way  we  will 
discover  how  God  used  imperfect  peo¬ 
ple  with  imperfect  lives  to  advance  His 
plans.  I  relate  to  this  message  well  On 
my  Facebook  page,  I  posted  the  follow¬ 
ing  self-description,  I  witness  to  the 
soul-saving  power  of  God  in  Christ,  an 
imperfect  follower  of  a  perfect  Savior* 
The  lesson  title,  “Family?"  emphasizes 
how  those  closest  to  us  can  be  the  source 
of  deception,  hurt,  and  hardship. 


One*'  Jacob  reached  nis  unde  Laban’s  purpose- 
home,  he  discovered  he  had  two  daugh-  ml  work.  HP* 

ters,  Leah  and  Rachel.  The  brief  desenp-  As  believ-  MM  h  « 

tions  of  both  daughters  suffice  to  tell  us  ers,  we  can  |||yg'  JB 

Leah  was  unattractive  but  Rachel  was  return  to 

very  attractive  (Gen.  29:17).  Jacob  loved  that  same  & 

Rachel,  more  a  statement  of  preference  prioritizing  PI 
than  romance.  He  made  an  agreement  love  dem-  w 
with  his  uncle  to  work  seven  years  in  ex-  oastrated  in 
change  for  the  right  to  many  the  young-  Jacob  s  life  *  " 

er  daughter.  His  proposal  ot  marriage  to  and  com- 

Rachel  as  a  reward  ror  service  to  her  fa-  manded  in  Deuteronomy  6:5,  by  lm 
ther  propelled  him  through  seven  years  Jesus  with  all  our  heart,  soul,  and  mi| 
of  exacting  toil.  Yet,  we  read  those  seven  Wecanfindjoym  our  work  when  we 
yean  "seemed  to  him  but  a  few  days  be-  fill  God’s  purpose  for  our  lives, 
cause  of  his  love  for  her  (Gen.  29:20; 

NASB).  Jacob  was  so  enamored  with  Ra  Laban’s  Deception 
chd  that  the  very  idea  of  having  her  as  When  the  seven  years  w eft  comj 

his  wife  seemed  like  abundant  compen-  ed,  Jacob  sought  the  satisfaction  of  1 
sation  for  his  labor.  fog  Rachel  as  nis  wife.  So  his  unde  p 

The  verb  for  “love"  in  Genesis  29:18  ered  the  extended  family  and  fine 


m  a  n  e  u  -  Laban  appealed  to  loca 
vered  and  fend  his  actions:  the  okfc 
deceived  on  to  be  married  before  th 
two  major  cunningly  maneuvered  Ji 
occasions,  fog  seven  more  years  fo 
Jacob  also  29:26-27).  The  phrase 
had  deiib-  week"  refers  to  the  custoi 
erately  de-  celebration  of  marriages. 


htr.  "Iran-  cant  town,  to  a  virgin,  Mary,  betrothed  tions:  “...you  will  concen 
n  to  com-  to  Joseph.  His  announcement:  “Rejoice,  womb  ana  bear  a  son,  and  vt 
that  have  highly  favored  one,  the  Lord  is  with  you;  hfe  name  Jesus  He  *jU  tx 
.  it  hlrnnm  are  you  among  women  (v.  28  will  be  called  the  Son  cf  the 
1  followed  NKJV)!'  M*ry  me»n*  "exalted  one"  and  And  the  Lord  God  trill  give 
ime  past,  highly  favored  means  you  have  been  gjv-  throne  of  his  father  David, 
r  you,  .  . .  en  divine  grace  by  God  In  the  next  verse,  reign  ow  the  house  of  Jac 
onceming  Mary  is  trying  to  comprehend  all  that  is  ana  of  his  kingdom  there  wi 
ht*  (Luke  happening.  She  was  troubled  and  con-  (w.  31-33  BSV).  Don  t  rei 
y*s  lesson,  skKedtma  greeting.  Perhaps  she  was  desenpdon  about  Jesus  too 
urectedto  thinking, 

eta  so  that  Tm  an  ora-  mmmwmmwmhwhhb  > 

doubts.  nary  girt,  liv-  * 

don  Mat-  ing  an  ordi-  0 

ind  God's  nary  life,  and  n-LU»..j:..  |.f  |  ;in  ■TjS  v 
Logically,  I  know  the  BUBS  StUOIBS  TOf  Lll6  ® 


a  sinner  in  nis  pcneci  am  uk  m  u»c  m«u,  ««  »*. 

need  of  the  Savior  Kke  everyone  ebe.*  righteous  life  in  the  term  ‘great.’  You  me  according  to  your  word  (v. E 
Fear  her  reaction,  must  have  flooded  have  his  deity  in  the  title  Son  of  the  It  would  take  peat  courage  to  fa 
her  heart  because  Gabriel  specifically  Most  High.’  And  you  have  His  resur-  days  dread  Mary  had  to  trust  the  | 
tells  her  not  to  be  afraid.  She  was  the  fa-  rection.  His  ascension  and  Hia  glonoua  of  God  working  in  her  life.  And  we 
voted  one  and  had  found  favor  with  God  return  aU  bound  up  in  the  promise  that  she  did 

Grace  upon  Grace!  Gabriel  reminded  the  Lord  would  give  Him  tne  throne  of  Jtsu*  J 1  *?n»  but  *he  1 

Mary  she  was  to  rely  upon  the  presence  His  hither  David”  (John  MacArthur,  ask  Him  to  be-tter  Savior.  Have  yoi 
and  trace  of  God.  sermon  entitled  The  Divine  Announce-  ,  ^ 

Continuing  the  announcement  Ga-  ment  to  Mary,  Part  2",  Jan.  24, 1999)  ’  Leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Cl 

briel  details  God’s  plan  and  instruc-  All  of  this  was  revealed  to  Mary.  Her  Madison. 


sense.  A  quote  by  Winston  S.  ChurchiD 
states,  “Fear  is  a  reaction.  Courage  is  a 
decision.*  In  the  first  chapter  of  Luke,  we 
read  about  Mary’s  fear,  hut  we  will  also 
see  her  great  courage  as  she  also  faced 
the  call  of  God  on  her  life. 

Six  months  have  passed  since  the  an¬ 
gel  made  his  announcement  to  Zacharias. 
Next,  on  God’s  timeline  . . .  sending  the 
angel  Gabriel  to  Nazareth,  an  insignifi- 


FLYING 

cant  from  p.  1 

production.  For  the  past  four 
years,  the  church  has  used  a 
zip  line  at  Christmas  to  fly  in 
angels,  drummers,  and  other 
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Just  for  the  Record 


THRASHER  CHURCH,  PRENTISS  COUNTY,  recently  made  Christmas  gilts  to  wish  the  i 
dents  of  the  Landmark  Nursing  Home  a  merry  Christmas. 


WASHINGTON  CHURCH,  NATCHEZ, 

ordained  Melvin  Grantham  as  deacon  Pep.  2. 
Shown  are  Grantham,  his  wife  Rachel,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Carl  Smith. 


PROVIDENCE  CHURCH,  CLEVELAND. 

enjoyed  trumpet  player  and  WW1I  veteran  Milton 
Lowe,  former  member  of  the  US  Army  Band  Nov. 
11.  Shown  are  Steven  Lowe.  Lowe,  and  his  wife 
Joann.  J.B  Hays,  pastor 


Need  ;i  light? 

nil  ilu*  light  ul  lilt*  world, 
ver  follows  iiu  will  not  walk 
n  darkness  hut  will  hiiu'llu* 
light  of  lift*.”  <  John  S :  1 2 1 

i  share  the  following  prater 
ilh  t.od  in  tom  own  words: 

4 

rd,  I  admit  that  I  need  > i»U . 

1 1  hate  sinned.) 
ant  forgiveness  lor  mv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. t I  repent  J 
I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
front  the  grave  to  forgive  mv  sins 
and  to  restore  mv  relationship 
with  von.  r|  believe  in  Jesus.) 
*  4.  Ilv  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  t  hrist 

into  mv  life,  f  rom  this  time  oil. 
levant  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  llim.  1 1  receive  Christ  as 
mv  Sav ior  and  Lord.) 

“But  as  man)  as  received  him.  to  them  he  gave 
the  right  to  become  children  of  t.od,  even  to 
those  vi ho  believe  in  his  name.*'  1  John  1:12) 
II  vou  make  a  dci  i>folf  for  (  heist  todav ,  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


.  . 


